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PART 1: CONTEXT & CRITICAL ANALYSIS 
 
(Based on the Prologue by Leopoldo Lugones and other Critical Studies) 
 
1. THE GAUCHO AS NATIONAL EPIC: 

• Voice of the Voiceless: Martín Fierro is the foundational text of Argentine 
national identity. José Hernández, through his epic poem, gives a voice to the 
marginalized gaucho, portraying his struggles against social injustice, forced 
conscription, and the encroachment of "civilization." 

• Beyond Folklore: Unlike earlier "gauchesca" literature, Martín Fierro transcends 
simple folkloric depiction to become a complex social critique and a powerful 
defense of the gaucho's way of life, which was rapidly disappearing. 

 
2. THE CONFLICT: STATE VS. INDIVIDUAL: 

• The State as Oppressor: Fierro's narrative is a direct indictment of a nascent 
state that seeks to "civilize" the Pampas by systematically dispossessing the 
gaucho of his freedom, his family, and his land. The "frontera" (frontier) and the 
"leva" (forced conscription) are symbols of this oppression. 

• The Code of the Gaucho: The poem explores the unwritten moral code of the 
gaucho: honor, loyalty, self-reliance, and a deep connection to the land. Fierro's 
acts of violence are often presented as justified responses to systemic injustice. 

 
3. LITERARY AND CULTURAL IMPACT: 

• Oral Tradition: Written in octosyllabic verse, mimicking the 
gaucho's payada (improvised song), the poem resonated deeply with both rural 
and urban audiences. It bridged the gap between oral tradition and high literature. 

• A "Living Document": Martín Fierro sparked a national debate on the figure of 
the gaucho and the formation of Argentine identity. It remains a central text in 
Latin American studies, continuously reinterpreted and debated. 

 

  



 

 

PART 2: TOPICS FOR CLASS DISCUSSION 
• Civilization and Barbarism:  
• How does Martín Fierro engage with Sarmiento's dichotomy of "civilization and 

barbarism"? Does Fierro represent barbarism, or is he a victim of an unjust 
"civilization"? 
 

• National Identity:  
• Discuss the role of the gaucho in the construction of Argentine national identity. 

How does Hernández idealize or criticize this figure? 
 

• Justice and Injustice: Analyze the concept of justice in the poem. When does 
Fierro resort to violence, and how does the narrative justify his actions? 

 
• Language and Style: Examine the use of vernacular language and oral poetic 

forms in Martín Fierro. How does this choice of language contribute to the poem's 
authenticity and its appeal? 
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PART 4: QUIZ BANK (Multiple Choice) 
 
1. Who is the author of Martín Fierro?  
A) Ricardo Güiraldes  
B) Domingo F. Sarmiento  
C) José Hernández  
D) Hilario Ascasubi  
Correct Answer: C 
 
2. What literary genre does Martín Fierro belong to?  
A) Romantic Novel  
B) Gauchesca Poetry  
C) Science Fiction  
D) Detective Novel  
Correct Answer: B 
 
3. What is Martín Fierro primarily a symbol of in Argentine culture?  
A) The wealthy landowner  
B) The urban intellectual  
C) The marginalized gaucho  
D) The European immigrant  
Correct Answer: C 



 

 

 
4. What is the "leva" (forced conscription) in the poem?  
A) A dance typical of the Pampas  
B) The act of rounding up cattle  
C) The forced recruitment of gauchos into the army  
D) A traditional gaucho game  
 
Correct Answer: C 
5. Which character advises Fierro to return to "civilization" and integrate into 
society?  
A) Cruz  
B) El Viejo Vizcacha  
C) El Moreno  
D) No one  
Correct Answer: D 
 
 
Explore the “The Ultimate Gaucho Collection”: This book is part of our 
comprehensive collection on the iconic figure that shaped Argentina's and Uruguay's 
national identities through its foundational literature: Martín Fierro (José Hernández); 
Don Segundo Sombra (Ricardo Güiraldes); Fausto (Estanislao del Campo); Santos 
Vega (Hilario Ascasubi); and the uruguayan Bartolomé Hidalgo’s Obra Completa. 
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