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PART 1: CONTEXT & CRITICAL ANALYSIS 

(Based on the Introduction by Juan Herrero-Senes and critical studies of Unamuno's 
work) 

1. UNAMUNO AND THE "GENERATION OF '98": 

Philosopher-Writer:  

Miguel de Unamuno (1864-1936) is a towering figure in 20th-century Spanish letters, 
a philosopher, essayist, poet, and novelist. As a leading member of the "Generation 
of '98," he reacted against Spain's political, social, and intellectual apathy. 

Core Concerns:  

Unamuno's work is driven by a unique, persistent personality that constantly 
questions personal identity, death, and the relationship between reality and the 
afterlife, both fictional and religious. He saw thinking as a continuous process of 
doubting and questioning. 

Anti-Rationalism:  

His thought is characterized by an anti-rationalist stance, where faith and illusion 
often prevail over factual analysis, evident in key texts like Vida de Don Quijote y 
Sancho and Del sentimiento trágico de la vida. 

2. "NIEBLA" AS A "NIVOLA" AND NARRATIVE INNOVATION: 

Experimental Novel:  

Niebla (Fog) embodies Unamuno's move away from 19th-century realism, embracing 
narrative experimentation to explore philosophical concerns. The novel itself contains 
a meta-fictional debate where a character, Víctor Goti, coins the term "nivola" to 
describe this new form of fiction. 

Metafiction and Authorial Intervention:  

A groundbreaking innovation is Unamuno's appearance as a character in his own 
novel, disrupting the traditional author-character relationship. This metafictional twist 
challenges the reader's perception of narrative reality and the characters' autonomy. 

Dialogic Structure:  

The novel makes extensive use of dialogue as a primary mode of reflection, allowing 
for the direct discussion of diverse viewpoints and embodying Unamuno's belief that 
understanding arises from continuous intellectual exchange. The plot often develops 
"a lo que salga" (spontaneously), mirroring the protagonist's uncertain life journey. 
  



 

 

3. THEMES OF EXISTENCE, IDENTITY, AND REALITY: 

Augusto Pérez's Existential Quest:  

The protagonist, Augusto Pérez, is a rich, introspective orphan whose life gains 
purpose when he falls in love with Eugenia. This initial romantic pursuit quickly 
evolves into a profound existential journey, questioning his own existence, free will, 
and the very nature of reality. 

"Niebla" as Symbol:  

The recurring motif of "niebla" (fog) symbolizes confusion, mental obfuscation, and 
the protagonist's gradual loss of a clear sense of reality, culminating in his climactic 
confrontation with Unamuno. 

Tragicomic Tone:  

Despite its weighty philosophical themes, Niebla maintains a subtle blend of tragic 
and comic elements, using irony and humor to explore the existential void and 
challenge the reader's assumptions about life and fiction. 

 

PART 2: TOPICS FOR CLASS DISCUSSION 

What is a "Nivola"?  

Discuss Unamuno's concept of the "nivola" and how Niebla exemplifies this genre. 
How does it diverge from traditional novelistic structures and purposes? 

Metafiction and Reality:  

Analyze the metafictional elements in Niebla, particularly Unamuno's appearance as 
a character. How does this challenge the reader's perception of the narrative's reality 
and the boundaries between fiction and life? 

Existentialism and Identity:  

Explore Augusto Pérez's quest for personal identity and the meaning of existence. 
How does his journey reflect broader existentialist concerns prevalent in early 20th-
century European thought? 

The Symbolism of "Niebla":  

Discuss the significance of the title "Niebla" (Fog) throughout the novel. What does it 
symbolize on physical, mental, and existential levels? 

Dialogue as a Philosophical Tool:  

Examine the extensive use of dialogue in the novel. How does Unamuno utilize 
conversations (e.g., between Augusto and Víctor, or Augusto and Orfeo) to explore 
philosophical ideas and advance the plot? 

Tragicomic Elements:  

Analyze the blend of tragic and comic elements in Niebla. How does Unamuno use 
humor, irony, and satire to address profound themes like death, free will, and 
suffering? 
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PART 4: QUIZ BANK (Multiple Choice) 

1. Who coined the term "nivola" within the novel Niebla?  

A) Miguel de Unamuno  
B) Augusto Pérez  
C) Víctor Goti  
D) Orfeo  
Correct Answer: C 

2. What is a central philosophical concern explored by Unamuno in Niebla?  

A) Political revolution  
B) The pursuit of wealth  
C) Personal identity and immortality  
D) Scientific discovery  
Correct Answer: C 

3. How does Unamuno challenge traditional novelistic conventions in Niebla?  

A) By exclusively using descriptive passages  
B) By removing all dialogue  
C) By becoming a character in his own novel  
D) By writing in verse  
Correct Answer: C 

4. What does the title "Niebla" (Fog) symbolize in the novel?  

A) Clarity and certainty  
B) Confusion and loss of reality  
C) The beauty of nature  
D) A literal weather phenomenon  
Correct Answer: B 

5. What literary movement is Miguel de Unamuno primarily associated with?  

A) Romanticism  
B) Surrealism  
C) Generation of '98  
D) Realism  
Correct Answer: C 

 

Explore the “Modernism & Avant-Garde: The Renewal of Poetic Language”: This book is 
part of our comprehensive collection on the renewal of poetic language in early 20th-



 

 

century Spanish literature: Luces de Bohemia (Valle-Inclán); Niebla (Unamuno); 
Belarmino y Apolonio (Pérez Ayala); and Locura y Muerte de Nadie (Jarnés). 
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