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This book offers, for the first time, three different
perspectives on Spain’s national hero, El Cid.
The Carmen Campidoctoris, penned by Catalan monks in
Latin, is the only work written about the Cid during his
own lifetime.
The Song of the Cid, one of the highlights of world
literature, was composed while its hero was still very
much in living memory.
The romances of the Cid are folk ballads that, like today’s
endless Star Wars spinoffs, fill in the gaps with prequels
and sequels, adding drama and romance to an already
astounding story.
  Some translations of The Cid use rather archaic
language, presumably because the poem is “old.” But it
wasn’t old when it was created; in fact, poetry was the
main form of news at the time.
Since the poet is quite “cavalier” about line lengths, I’ve
also taken liberties with line breaks now and then, to
improve the flow or sense.
  The section numbers in the poem are not in the
manuscript. They are based on the laises, groups of lines
that end with the same vowel assonance in Spanish.
  While being as faithful as possible, the translator also
wanted this translation to be fun. With a chatty, novelistic
poet, despicable villains, terrifying enemies, and a hero
who’s not afraid to show his human side.
We hope you’ll find The Song of the Cid as enjoyable as
we have. 

  This book is also available both
in Modern Spanish
and
in Ancient Spanish, with the Carmen Campidictori in
Latin.
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