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The Emancipation of South America

PREFACE TO THE PRESENT
EDITION

In 1890, before travelling to Europe, general Bartolomé Mitre asked
William Pilling to publish in London an English translation of his
“History of San Martin”, authorising the translator to condense the text, if
necessary.
Not much is known about Pilling, except that he had written a novel
“Near the Lagunas, or Scenes on the States of La Plata”, whose action
takes place between 1823 and 1861 in the camp near Chascomús, with lots
of anglo argentine characters.
In December 10, 1892, Pilling wrote from London. In this letter he tells
Mitre that finally the text had been delivered to the publishers, Chapman &
Hall, and that the book would see the light on March the following year.
Pilling also informs that aiming to catch the public eye he had taken the
liberty of changing the title, using the original subtitle instead, as in his
opinion “The Emacipation of South America” sounded rather more
attractive to English readers than “History of San Martin”. He also mentions that the text had been condensed to increase buyers acceptance: local
prices were not as high as Mitre could certainly get in Buenos Aires, so
costs had to be cut down. Also, in order to help readers understand the
campaigns, three maps had been added.
The book was published as announced in March 1893.
In 1943 the Argentine National History Academy had the book translated back into Spanish. Julio E. Payró was appointed to perform the
translation chores, and Ismael Bucich Escobar to update the texts. This
new version was published as a startpoint for the “Argentine History
Representative Men” series, directed by Dr. Ricardo Levene, chairman of
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the Institution at the time.
The book the reader holds in his hands is, thus, the original Pilling
English version, a successful sinthesis of this classic argentine historiographic text.
Mitre, in spite of his manifold occupations as politician and statesman,
journalist and writer, worked strenuously the biography and significance
of general Jose de San Martin. His preface is dated at the jail in Lujan in
March 1875, during his incarceration and trial accused of having led a
rebellion against the national government. As a matter of fact the three
volumes long final version appeared in 1887, an amplification and completion of the original text published in the “La Nación” newspaper twelve
years before.
Mitre expected this work to be, along with his writings about Manuel
Belgrano published some years before, the basis of a clear vision on the origins of Argentina, supported by a solid foundation of documents and a
serious and scientific methodology.
His book takes great care and explains the geography, economy and
social conditions of America and, in spite of his undoubtedly high regard
for San Martin, his view is impartial and even severe in his judgements.
William Pilling’s book is an accurate expression of the sense and content of the work by Mitre, and constitutes an excellent contribution to the
historiography of the independentist revolution in Latin America.
Felix Luna
May 2003

The Emancipation of South America

TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE

The title of this translation is the second title of the original “History
of San Martin.” This transposition of title is an index to the relation which
the translation bears to the original. This latter is truly a biography of San
Martin, whose life could not be understood unless very full account were
given of the events in which he took so prominent a part, therefore the
biography is also a history.
No man who plays a prominent part in the history of a revolution can
escape becoming involved in disputes with his contemporaries, and in
many intricate questions which are of interest only to a very small number
of their successors. These disputes and these questions greatly affect the
career of a man, but have a small influence upon the history of a Nation.
Of such troubles San Martin had his full share, his biographer has entered
fully into them, and with much detail has given proofs of the correctness
of the view he takes of them. These details are, for the most part, suppressed in the translation, and all matters concerning San Martin himself
are greatly curtailed, while prominence is given to the events of the times
in which the scene passes. The translation is thus a history in which enter
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the biographies of the two principal personages, San Martin and Bolívar.
This translation is intended only for the general mass of
English–speaking readers, to whom minute details are wearisome, and is
thus in every part a condensation of the copious accounts which are given
in the original of the stirring events described. The student of history will
not find in it that ample information which he requires, in order fully to
understand the subject in all its bearings; for him the original provides a
mine of historic wealth, enriched as it is with notes and with a voluminous
appendix.

WILLIAM PILLING.
LONDON, March, 1893.
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The Emancipation of South America

PROLOGUE

The object of this book is to give a biography of GENERAL JOSÉ DE
SAN MARTIN, combining therewith the history of the emancipation of
South America. It is a necessary complement to the HISTORY or BELGRANO, written thirty years ago. These two histories display the
Argentine Revolution in its two principal aspects; one relates the development of a nation, the other the effect of this development upon the emancipation of a continent.
This history is based, for the most part, upon documents hitherto
unpublished, some of which are truly posthumous revelations which throw
new light upon mysterious or little known events, or correct errors resulting from defective information.
I believe I have consulted all the books, pamphlets, newspapers and
fly–sheets which have ever been printed concerning San Martin, and of
manuscripts I have a collection of at least 10,000 documents, bound in 73
thick volumes, which it is my purpose to deposit in the National Library.
The most important of these sources of information has been the
archive of General San Martin himself, which was placed at my disposal by
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his son–in–law, the late Don Mariano Balcarce. I have also consulted the
archives of this city from the year 1812 to the year 1824, without which it
would have been impossible to compile a complete history. The archives of
the Director Pueyrredón, which were given to me by his son, have also
been of great service to me, as also those of General O’Higgins, Don Tomas
Godoy Cruz, General Las Heras, and others. I have also acquired much
verbal information from conversations held with many of the contemporaries of San Martin, and with some of his companions in arms.
In addition to consulting all available maps and plans relating to the
campaigns of San Martin, I have inspected in person the routes followed by
the army of the Andes and have made sketches myself of the scene of memorable events when plans were not forthcoming.
This book will not be the historical monument which posterity will
some day consecrate to the immortal memory of San Martin, but those who
do at some future date erect it, will herein find abundant materials, stones
finished or but roughly cut, with which solidly to lay out the .foundations.

BARTOLOMÉ MITRE.
BUENOS AYRES, 1887.

Here follows, on 25 pages, a list of unpublished manuscripts consulted in the compilation of this work, which manuscripts will be deposited in
the National Library of Buenos Ayres.

WILLIAM PILLING.

The Emancipation of South America

CHAPTER I
HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION

The Argument of the book
Synopsis of the South American Revolution – The Action of America upon
Europe – The Colonization of Spanish America – The Colonization of North
America – Colonial Policy in both Americas – The Emancipation of North
America – The Affiliation of the Revolution of South America – The Moral
Revolution of South America – The Precursor of the Emancipation of South
America – The Races of South America; the Creole – The First Throes of
Revolution – The Growth of the Revolution – Attempts at Monarchy in South
America – Retrospection
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Historical Introduction

T

hree great names stand forth conspicuous in the annals America,
those of WASHINGTON, BOLIVAR, SAN MARTIN. Of
Washington, the great leader of the Democracy of the North; of Bolívar
and of San Martin, who were the emancipators of the southern half of the
continent. The story of the life–work of the latter of these two is the
Argument of this book.
The scene of action passes on a vast theatre, a territory extending for
more than fifty degrees of latitude, from Cape Horn to the Tropic of
Cancer, and occupies twenty years of strife. The starting–point of this history is the Argentine revolution; it follows the course of this revolution as
it spreads over the Continent, and its, object is to explain the laws which
governed he establishment of a family of new Republics, and the fundamental principles from which they sprang.
This argument is dual and complex, for it treats both of political revolution and of social evolution. It shows how the Argentine revolution
became a propaganda to the world outside, of the principles upon which
it was based, and how under these auspices independent and sovereign
nations sprang into existence, with forms and tendencies in the same likeness and similitude. It shows the proclamation of a new international law,
which only permits of alliance against an enemy in the name of a common
destiny, and forbids conquests and annexations. It shows also the failure of
the attempt in Columbia to unite the emancipated colonies artificially into
a monocracy in opposition to natural law and to the new idea of the rights
of man inaugurated by the Argentine revolution.
The two the hegemonies, the Argentine and the Columbian, unite to
set the seal upon the emancipation of South America. San Martin and
Bolívar cross the continent from the Atlantic to the Pacific by different
routes, giving liberty to enslaved peoples, founding new nations, and
meeting as together they enclose the colonial system in its last entrenchments, they bring the two opposing systems face to face, the shock, result-
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ing in the triumph of the superior principle.
Thus considered, the history of the emancipation of South America
presents a homogeneous character, with unity of action and with one dominant idea, which in the midst of accidental deviations reveals the existence
of a law giving one accordant significance to facts accomplished.
The study of the theatre of the war of independence shows that the
scene passes in two distinct revolutionary areas – one at the south, comprehending the United Provinces of the River Plate, Chile, and Upper Peru;
the other, at the north, comprehending Venezuela, New Granada, and
Quito. The strife and the triumph proceed simultaneously in each area
until the two revolutions, like to two masses obeying a reciprocal attraction, converge towards the centre. This plan, drawn up and carried out by
the two great Liberators, emancipates South America by the combined
military action of the revolted colonies, which action has at once the ideal
unity of a poem and the precision of a machine.
The unity of this action is clearly displayed in the general lines of the
life of San Martin, and gives to his historic figure an importance far transcending both his deeds and his designs. He was born in an obscure
American town, which disappeared as he commenced to figure upon the
scene; thus America in its entirety became his country. He grew up as a
soldier in the Old World, fighting by sea and land in company with the
first soldiers of the age, and so prepared himself for his warlike mission,
unwitting of his destiny. In the New World he commenced his career by
establishing tactics an discipline as his base of operations, and from their
combination produced his machine of war. He consolidated the independence of the United Provinces of the River Plate as the point from which
he might start for the conquest of South America. In command of the
army of North, his name is associated with the revolution of Upper Peru;
as he passed the Andes in prosecution of his own plan, he became identified with the revolution of Chile, and after consolidating the independence of this country he initiated the first international alliance in America.
He secured the command of the Pacific, without which the independence
of America was at that time impossible, and gave liberty to Lower Peru.
He then carried the revolutionary standard of the allies to the foot of
Pichincha, where he met the liberator of Columbia. Under the equator,
which divides the two theatres of the war, he clasped hands with Bolívar.
Thus ended his grand campaign; at the apogee of his power he disap-
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peared from the scene, knowing that his mission was fulfilled, that his
strength was exhausted, and condemned himself to exile, faithful to the
ruling maxim of his life, Serás lo que debas ser; y sinó, no serás nada.*
From exile he looked upon the results of his life–work: the definitive
political organization of South America in accordance with geographical
divisions, the foundation of a new constellation of independent States in
obedience to natural laws as by him instinctively foreseen. He saw without envy that Bolívar, with whom he shared the glory of the redemption
of a new world, wore the crown of the final triumph, though he knew that
both as a politician and as a soldier he was his superior. Then the wild
dream of Bolívar that he could found an empire of dependent republics
under the auspices of Columbia faded away, and gave place to the
Argentine plan of independent republics heralded by San Martin.

SYNOPSIS OF THE SOUTH AMERICAN REVOLUTION.
It has been said that posterity will look upon the emancipation of
South America as the most important political phenomenon of the nineteenth century, both in itself and from the probable extent of its future
consequences. The immediate result was to bring into existence a new
group of independent nations, founded on democratic principles, in open
opposition to the right of conquest and to the dogmas of monarchy and
absolutism which yet prevailed in the Old World. These new nations were
organized on the principle of equality, and were emancipated from privilege, and thus offered an entirely fresh field for experiment in the development of the physical and moral faculties of man. This movement thus
constitutes one of the most drastic changes ever effected in the condition
of the human race.
The first throes of this revolution were felt at the two extremities and
in the centre of South America, in the year 1809. In 1810 all the Spanish
American colonies rose up in rebellion as by one innate impulse, and proclaimed the principle of self–government. Six years later all, save one, of
these insurrections were quelled.
The United Provinces of the River Plate alone maintained their position, and after declaring their own independence they gave to the con-

*

"thou shalt be that which thou ougthest to be; if not, thou shalt be
nothing."
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quered colonies the signal for the great and final struggle by making common cause with them.
In 1817 the Argentine revolution drew up a plan for the emancipation
of the continent, took the offensive, crossed the Andes, and liberated
Chile; in union with Chile obtained command of the Pacific, liberated
Peru and carried her arms to the equator in aid of the revolution of
Columbia. This vigorous impulse was felt in the extreme north of this
southern continent, which in its turn defeated and expelled the champions
of the old system, went through a similar evolution, and crossed the Andes
to the point where the two forces united. The Highlands of Peru became
the scene of the final struggle. Then the Spanish American colonies were
free by their own strength, and from the chaos sprang up a new world.
During the progress of those events, the United States of the North,
the pioneers of the Republican era, recognized the independence of the
new republics (1822), as “an expression of the simple truth,” and declared
“The peoples of South America have a right to break the chains
which bind them to their mother country, to assume the rank of nations
among the sovereign nations of the world, and to establish institutions in
accordance with natural laws dictated by God himself.”
As a consequence of this recognition the United States, in the year
1823, promulgated the famous Monroe Doctrine which, in opposition to
the Bull of Alexander VI., established a new principle of international law
under the formula – “America for the Americans.”
Free England, who at first looked favourably upon the revolution,
began, in 1818, to lean towards Spain and the Holy Alliance, advocating
an arrangement on the basis of the “commercial freedom” of the colonies.
The diplomatists of Washington interfered in favour of their complete
emancipation, and Lafayette, in support of this idea, declared to the
Government of France:
“Any opposition which may be made to the independence of the New
World may cause suffering but will not imperil the idea.”
Thus, much before the final triumph, the emancipation of the new continent was accepted as an accomplished fact, and the attitude of the United
States supported by England turned the scales of diplomacy in its favour in
1823. When at the Congress of Verona the party of reaction proposed a contrary policy, Canning, Prime Minister of Great Britain, wrote to Grenville,
those memorable words which re–echoed through two hemispheres:
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“The battle has been fierce, but it is won. The nail is clenched;
Spanish America is free. Novus sæclorum nascitur ordo!”
The battle of Ayacucho was the response to these words, and Canning
could then exclaim:
“I have called a new world into existence to redress the balance of the old.”

THE ACTION OF AMERICA UPON EUROPE.
The land discovered by Christopher Columbus, which completed the
physical world, was destined to re–establish its general equilibrium it the
moment the base thereof was shaken.
Before the end of the fifteenth century Europe had lost its moral and
political equilibrium. After the invasion of the barbarians, which imbued
it with a new principle of life without destroying the germ of decay left by
the fall of the Roman Empire, its civilization was again on the point of collapse. Not one homogeneous nation there existed, her productive energy
was exhausted, liberty was but a latent hope, privilege was the dominant
law, politics were founded on the principles of Macchiavelli, all healthy
evolution in the path of progress was impossible.
A fresh invasion from the East advanced under the standard of the
Crescent, end the despotism of Mussulman fanaticism was the last hope of
the people. Europe, shut in between the Danube and the Pillars of
Hercules, seemed lost; the discovery of a new world alone could save her.
This discovery restored harmony to the discordant elements, gave
new life to Christianity, and saved the liberties of mankind. The
Reformation, which came immediately afterwards, engrafted upon the
consciences of men the germ of the democratic principles of the Bible,
which, transplanted to a new world, later on regenerated. The effete civilization brought from Europe, and spread it as a vital principle all the
world over.
The popular belief that the fountain of eternal youth was to be found
on the new continent discovered by Columbus, was no vain imagination.
The decrepit civilization of the Old World drew fresh youth and strength
from the virgin soil of America, the genius of progress therein latent
developed rapidly in the genial air. The opening of this new and vast field
to human activity, was truly a renovation of social order in accordance
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with natural law, and resulted in the organization of a democracy based
upon labour. To this end it was only necessary that the European, leaving
his old traditions behind him, should, on a vacant continent, work out his
own destiny under the guidance of healthy instinct.

THE COLONIZATION OF SPANISH AMERICA.
In the repartition of the new continent the worst lot fell to the southern half. Spain and Portugal carried their feudal absolutism to their
colonies, but they could not plant there their systems of privilege, of aristocracy, or of social inequality. The good and the bad seed alike were modified by cultivation in a new soil, the natural product being democracy.
The mode of colonization contributed to this result. The most trustworthy annals of the Indies recognize the fact that the conquest was achieved
at the expense of the conquerors, without any drafts on the royal treasury.
Hence arose that spirit of self–reliance which they bequeathed to their
descendants. A rebel world grew up under the auspices of absolutism. The
colonial constitution, which inculcated a personal despotism and excluded
the idea of a common country, contributed fatally to this result. Spanish
America was looked upon as the personal property of the Spanish
monarch, in virtue of the Bull of Alexander VI. Thus the colony did not
form a part of the nation, and was united to her only by allegiance to a
common sovereign. When the monarch disappeared, his power lapsed to
his vassals; the logical and legal result being the separation of the colonies
from the mother country.
The government of the colonies was entrusted to the Council of the
Indies, represented politically by a Viceroy, and in law by the Audiencia,
the bounds of whose authority were ill–defined. In municipal affairs, the
Cabildos, derived from the free communities of the mother country, were
nominally the representatives of the people. In them lay the germs of
democracy, as they possessed the right to call public meetings for the settlement of their own affairs by vote, which right, for long in abeyance,
became an active power when supported by popular force.
The great extent of the country, the want of moral cohesion, the
admixture of races, the general corruption of manners, the absence of an
ideal, the lack of political and industrial activity, and the profound igno-
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rance of the masses, all contributed to produce a state of semi–barbarism
by the side of a weakly civilization, and vitiated the entire social organism.
From this embryo was to spring a new republican world, the product of
the germs latent within it.

THE COLONIZATION OF NORTH AMERICA.
North America, more fortunate, was colonized by a nation which had
practical notions of liberty, and by a race better prepared for self–government. The process commenced a century later. The colonists easily adapted themselves to a climate similar to that of the mother country, and
founded there a new home to which they were bound by free institutions.
Originally the English colonies were looked upon as Crown provinces,
and were ruled by privileged companies, and by a Council similar at of the
Indies, the monarch reserving to himself, as in Spain, the supreme legislative authority and the right of appointment, without giving any legislative
rights. The colonists of Virginia, by their own energy, soon acquired some
political rights, which were secured to them by royal charters. This example was followed by the colonists of Maryland. Colonial assemblies
absorbed the privileges of the companies, and the royal charters formed
later on the basis of republican institutions.
After the planters of Virginia and Maryland came the PILGRIM
FATHERS of New England, who, flying from persecution in Europe,
sought liberty of conscience in the New World. Authors of the great revolution, they were deeply imbued with the republican spirit, and with the
democratic spirit of Switzerland and of the Netherlands, in which latter
country they had seen their ideal of the ruler of a free people in the austere
person of William of Orange, the antetype of Washington. In accordance
with these ideas, they established at once a form of popular government
hitherto unknown, based upon just laws. Finally came the Quakers, who
proclaimed freedom of the intellect as an innate and inalienable right, and
drew up their constitution on the basis of democratic equality, absolute and
universal; in this anticipating the most advanced of the modern era. Under
William Penn they established the representative colony of Pennsylvania,
the nucleus and the type of the great republic of the United States.
Such was the genesis of democratic liberty, destined to become universal.
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COLONIAL POLICY IN BOTH AMERICAS.
The commercial monopoly which Spain adopted as a system on the
discovery of America, had an influence quite as evil upon herself as upon
her colonies. The intention was that Spain should draw to herself the
wealth of the New World, by keeping in her own hands the exchange of
European manufactures for the products of America. Every industry
which might compete with those of the Peninsula was prohibited in
America. At first Seville, and afterwards Cadiz, was declared to be the
only port from which ships laden with merchandise could sail, or at which
they could land cargoes of colonial produce. All direct trade between the
colonies themselves was forbidden. The restrictive system was completed
by collecting all the merchant vessels into annual or biennial convoys sailing in charge of ships of war to or from Portobello and Panama.
Merchandise so introduced, was carried across the isthmus and distributed
by way of the Pacific and by land to Potosi, where the Southern and
Atlantic Provinces could supply themselves at prices five or six hundred
per cent. over the original cost. Such a system could only spring from a
mind enfeebled by the possession of absolute power, and could only be tolerated by a race of slaves.
Before one century had elapsed, the population of Spain was reduced
by one–half, her manufacturing industries were ruined, her mercantile
marine no longer existed, her trade was in the hands of foreign smugglers,
and the gold and silver of the New World went everywhere except to
Spain.* When Spain, taught by experience, sought to remedy the evil, it
was already too late, her colonies on the southern continent were lost to
her. Neither force nor love, nor a common interest, bound the disinherited children to their parent; the separation was complete, the independence
of the colonies a question of time and of opportunity.
The colonial system of Spain was not an invention, it was an ancient
tradition, it was the economic theory of the epoch reduced to practice.
England followed the same system, committing even greater errors in the
establishment of privileged companies, such as the East India Company,
giving territories to them on a feudal basis, the monarch reserving
absolute authority over commercial relations.
In practice these errors furnished their own remedies. Tyrannical
laws fell into disuse from the resistance of colonies armed with municipal

*

See Appendix I
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rights. Thus the results sought by England were achieved without great
violence and with advantage both to the mother country and to her
colonies. The navigation laws of 1650–1666 gave supremacy to the mercantile marine of England, and by shutting out foreign competition from
her markets, monopolised the trade with the colonies. This monopoly in
skilful hands, colonized North America and corrected to some extent the
errors of the system. In 1652, under Cromwell, freedom of commerce was
established between England and her colonies, the right being given to the
colonists to tax themselves by the votes of their representatives and to regulate their own Customs duties. This was almost independence. Even
when their charters were mutilated or abrogated by the Stuarts, this doctrine was respected by common consent. When England disregarded it
came the revolution.

THE EMANCIPATION OF NORTH AMERICA.
A special question of constitutional law concerning Customs duties,
was the immediate cause of the revolution in North America. The revolution of South America arose from a question of fundamental principles.
The Stamp Tax imposed by England on her colonies was repealed on
the ground that it was an internal tax, but Parliament sanctioned the imposition of Customs duties on the ground that they were an external tax, the
produce of the colonies being subject to the will of the king. The colonists
protested and took a further step by declaring that the Mutiny Act had
nothing to do with them, as it was sanctioned by a Parliament in which
they were not represented. They called out their municipal militia, and so
in 1774 commenced the great struggle for the emancipation of America.
During ten years their resistance had been kept within the limits of the
laws, but from this moment they took their stand on the wide basis of natural and ideal right, independent of law and of tradition.
The Declaration of Independence on the 4th July, 1776, was the proclamation of an innate universal human right, of a new theory of government
independent of precedent, inspired by natural law, by philosophy, and by
political science. This declaration became, as has been said, “The profession of faith of all the liberals of the world.”
The echo of these theories was heard in France, and by her was trans-

11

12

| William Pilling – The Emancipation of South America

mitted to the Latin nations of both hemispheres. The people embraced
them with enthusiasm. Up to that time two schools of politics had divided the empire of free thought. The historical school, led by Montesquieu,
looked upon the constitution of England as the finished work of experience and of human logic. The philosophical school, led by Rousseau,
denied the value of experience and thought to establish liberty and the sovereignty of the people by seeking “the best form of association for the
defense and protection of each associate against the force of all, so that
each one should obey only himself and remain free as before.” This second
doctrine formulated in the constitution of the United States, became a new
principle in political science, and as such met with general acceptance
throughout the colonies of South America.
The most important feature of the revolution of North America is not
the achievement of her national independence, but her emancipation,
political, intellectual, and moral, in the name of human rights and in constitutional form. From this moment, English constitutionalism ceased to
be a model, and the English constitution to be an ideal, even among the
English themselves, who have had to recognize their descendants and
political pupils as their masters.
The spirit of free England, anticipating the verdict of posterity, justified insurrection in America. Statesmen and thinkers such as Chatham
and Burke, sympathized in the movement, declaring, “There is no
monopoly of principle,” but its effect upon France was still more marked,
being the outcome of the reasonings of her philosophers.
Thus it was that America reacted for the second time upon Europe
with most beneficial effect. On the third occasion the part of teacher is
played by South America.

THE AFFILIATION OF THE REVOLUTION OF SOUTH
AMERICA.
Hardly was Peru conquered by the Spanish race, than it became the
theatre of civil war. The conquerors, headed by Gonzalo Pizarro, rebelled
against their king in the name of their rights as conquerors, cut off the
head of the king’s representative and burned the Royal Standard.
Hardly had one generation time to grow up in America, ere a son of
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Hernan Cortez, in whose veins flowed the blood of the celebrated Indian
Doña Marina, conspired to give independence to Mexico in the name of
the same territorial rights invoked by Pizarro. The far off colony of
Paraguay was from the first a turbulent municipal republic. The colonists
deposed their royally appointed governors with shouts of “Death to
Tyrants,” elected rulers of their own, and did as they liked for more than
twenty–five years (1535–60). These and many other similar facts, prove
that the colonization of South America was imbued from the commencement with the principle of individuality and with the instinct of independence, which naturally resulted in emancipation and democracy.
These insurrections were outbursts of Castillian spirit, but early in the
eighteenth century, Creoles begin to call themselves with pride
Americans, and for the first time is heard in Potosi the cry of Liberty. In
1711 the half–breeds proclaimed a mulatto King of Venezuela. In 1733 the
Creoles rose in arms and compelled the abrogation of the commercial
monopoly of the “Compania Guipuzcoana do Caracas.” In 1730 two thousand half–breeds at Cochabamba (Upper Peru), made armed protest
against the poll–tax, and acquired the right to elect Creoles as officers of
justice to the exclusion of Spaniards. In 1765 the Creoles of Quito rose in
armed insurrection against the imposition of direct taxes. None of these
outbreaks had as yet any definite political character. The embryonic
republic of Paraguay gave the first example of a revolutionary movement
based upon the sovereignty of the people.
José Antequera, by birth an American but educated in Spain,
appeared on the scene during a dispute between the governor of Paraguay
and the Cabildo of Asuncion. The people named him governor by acclamation. He placed himself at their head, in opposition to the theocratic
rule of the Jesuits, who were ruining the country. He fought pitched battles against the royal troops and was blessed as a saviour, but died on the
scaffold as a traitor to his king.
After his death, his pupil Fernando Mompox organized the popular
party under the name of the Comuneros, deposed another governor and
established a governing Junta, but was also overcome.
In 1781, the Comuneros broke out in insurrection in New Granada,
but the movement was suppressed.
These were not events of great historical importance, but they show
that throughout the period of Spanish domination, the rule of the mother
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country was irksome to the Spaniards themselves, and was hateful to all
Americans.

THE MORAL REVOLUTION OF SOUTH AMERICA.
There can be no revolution until the ideas of men become the conscience of the mass, and until the passions of men become a public force,
because “it is man and not events which constitute the world.” The revolution was accomplished in the man of South America before the end of the
eighteenth century; after that all his actions have one object and one meaning. Emancipation was no longer an instinct, it became an active passion.
Spain through jealousy of England joined France in aiding the rebels
of the North, and her recognition of the independence of the new republic
was virtually the abdication of her own authority over the South. Aranda,
one of the first statesmen of his time, advised his sovereign in 1783 to forestall the inevitable future by making one infante King of Mexico, one King
of Peru, and one King of the Mainland, taking to himself the rank of
Emperor. The King of Spain shut his ears to these counsels.
The revolution of 1789 proved that the ideas embodied in the
Declaration of Independence were of universal application. The monarchs
of Europe took the alarm and formed reactionary leagues. To South
America these ideas were conveyed by educated Creoles, who travelling in
Europe learned them from French writers.
“The Rights of Man” was translated, printed in secret, and circulated
through New Granada by Antonio Nariño. Charged with this as a crime,
no proof could be brought against him as no copy of the book could be
found, tortures failing to extract information from suspects. He was banished to Africa, his property confiscated, and his original copy of the work
was burnt by the public executioner. From the men of culture the new
ideas filtered to the masses, transforming their minds by the creation of an
ideal, which each one interpreted in accordance with his own talents,
interests, or prejudices.
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THE PRECURSOR OF THE EMANCIPATION OF SOUTH
AMERICA.
During some years previously an ardent apostle of human liberty had
wandered about the world. He was a dreamer with confused ideas and
undisciplined attainments, a generous minded warrior, above all, a man of
strong will. A soldier of Washington, a comrade of Lafayette, a general
under Dumouriez,* a companion of Madame Roland in her prison, a confidant of Pitt in his schemes of insurrection in the colonies of Spanish
America, distinguished by Catharine II. of Russia, whose favours he put
aside in deference to his austere mission, looked upon by Napoleon as a
lunatic with a spark of the sacred fire, FRANCISCO MIRANDA, a native
of Caracas, was the first to foresee the great destinies of republican America,
and the first to raise the banner of freedom on the southern continent.
He it was who organised the revolutionary efforts on South
Americans in Europe; establishing an understanding with the Creoles of
the colonies. It was he who towards the close of the eighteenth century
founded in London the political society, the “Gran Reunion Americana,”
to which they were all affiliated. In this society were initiated in the mysteries of future liberty, O’Higgins of Chile, Nariño of New Granada,
Montufar and Rocafuerte of Quito, Caro of Cuba, who represented the
patriots of Peru, Alvear, an Argentine, and others who later on became
illustrious. Here the two great liberators, BOLÍVAR and SAN MARTIN,
took an oath to work out the triumph of the Cause of the emancipation of
South America.
This society was the type of the secret societies which, transplanted to
the theatre of action, impressed its seal upon the characters of those who
directed the revolution of South America. They inoculated it with the true
American idea, which, heedless of frontiers and disregarding all obstacles,
looked upon the enslaved colonies as one, with one aspiration, with one
love, and with one hatred of their common master. This gave cohesion to
the revolution in America, and ensured triumph by the union of all forces
to one common end. Here was the point of contact of all Creoles, wherever they might work for independence and for liberty. Here is the explana* Miranda served with great distinction in the campaigns of Valmy
and Jemappes, and commanded the right wing of the Republican
army at the disastrous affair of Neerwinden. He was afterwards
imprisoned by the Directory on suspicion of being implicated in the
defection of Dumouriez, whose treachery he had denounced, but
escaped and fled to England. TR.
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tion of the identity of the original movements in spite of the isolation of
each colony.
Miranda, sought to interest the whole world in the cause of independence; chiefly he sought the help of England. Three times (1700–1801) he
obtained a promise of moral and material support from Pitt, with the
co–operation of the United States. European complications and the hesitation of the cabinet at Washington, prevented the fulfillment of these
promises. In 1791 he published a letter to the Americans, in which he
attacked the colonial system of Spain, declaring that nature had separated
America from Spain by the interposition of the ocean, thus emancipating
her sons from the mother country, and that they
“Were free by natural right received from the Creator; that the
moment had arrived for opening up a new era of prosperity; and with the
aid of Providence, to raise up in America a grand family of brothers united by a common interest.”
Failing in his attempt to secure the help of England and the United
States, Miranda ventured upon the enterprise by himself. In the year 1806
he made two attempts to kindle the fire of revolution in his native country. He landed on the Mainland at Ocumare with two hundred men, and
at Vela de Coro with five hundred. None responded to his call, but the cry
was heard, and its echo resounded through two worlds.
England, on the death of Pitt, abandoning his projects for the emancipation of the colonies of Spanish America, attempted to conquer them
for herself, and was twice defeated at Buenos Ayres in 1806 and 1807.
Miranda was pleased at this defeat, and in 1808 wrote to congratulate the
Cabildo of Buenos Ayres. At the same time he wrote to the Cabildo of
Caracas, giving notice of the invasion of Spain by Napoleon, advising
them to take charge of the government and to send deputies to London to
arrange the future course of the New World. At the same time he published in London a pamphlet written in English by an Englishman, in
which from the defeat of the English was drawn a lesson, based upon the
opinion of General Auchmuty, that the Creoles would only make alliance
with England on condition of their own independence. Miranda translated this pamphlet into Spanish, and added a sketch of a constitution for the
new States proposed, the dominant idea of which was a federal republic
on a basis of independent Cabildos.
As the victory of Buenos Ayres made a great noise in the world, and
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more especially in the hearts of Americans, this propaganda fell in with
the new sentiment of nationality, disclosed in the words of Don Cornelio
Saavedra in his address to the Patricios* of Buenos Ayres in 1807:
“Those born in the Indies, whose spirits are undaunted, are in no way
inferior to the Spaniards of Europe, and in valour give place to none.”

THE RACES OF SOUTH AMERICA. – THE CREOLE.
Five races, which for historic purposes may be looked upon as three
only, peopled the Southern Continent at the outbreak of the War of
Independence: the European Spaniards, the Spanish–American Creoles,
and the half–breeds; also the indigenous Indians, and the negroes from
Africa. The Spaniards formed a privileged class, and by reason of their
origin enjoyed both political and social pre–eminence. The Indians and
the negroes formed the servile class. The half–breeds, derived from a mixture of three races, formed en intermediate class, and in some places were
in a large majority. The Creoles, direct descendants of Spaniards, of pure
blood, but modified in character by contact with the half–breeds, were the
true sons of the soil, and constituted the basis of society. Generally the most
numerous, they were always the civilizing force of the colony. They were
the most energetic, the most intelligent and imaginative; and with all their
inherited vices and their want of preparation for freedom, were the only
ones animated by an innate sentiment of patriotism.
Those born in South America thus formed a race apart, an oppressed
race, who saw in their ancestors and in their contemporaries not fathers
and brothers, but masters. The colonial system placed, to a certain extent,
all natives of the soil upon the same level, and drew a broad line of distinction between the Spanish–American colonists and their mother country.
Spain, by reason of distance, yielded to her colonists greater freedom and
more municipal rights than she gave to her own sons in their own land,
but her absolute government could not bind her colonies to her by the tie
of nationality. Men of Spanish birth looked upon the colonies as feudal territory, over ‘which they, as beings of a superior race, were the natural
lords, and thought that if only a shoemaker remained in Castile, this shoemaker had the right to govern all America.

*

A native regiment which had taken a prominent part in the repulse
of the English.–TR.

17

18

| William Pilling – The Emancipation of South America

The natural aspiration of slaves is for freedom, and that of oppressed
races who know their own strength is to assume their place in the human
family. In this double aspiration lay the germ of revolution in America. In
1780 the indigenous race under Tupac–Amarú, a descendant of the Incas,
rose en masse in Peru against their oppressors, but were naturally defeated. They possessed no great social force, and did not represent the cause of
civilized America. The day of the Creoles had not yet come, but they saw
nothing to admire, to love, or to respect in Spain. An absolute King, generally an imbecile, was the sole point of contact between them. Their
mother country was to them neither a country nor a mother. The instinct
of independence became a passion, even more vehement in those who
resided in Spain than in those who had never left their own hearths. Thus
it was that the leaders who did most for the revolution came from Spain.
In the struggle each race took its own special part. The Creoles
formed the vanguard and directed the movements. The indigenous races
formed the first line, in Mexico, but elsewhere they were only useful as
auxiliaries. In South America the half–breeds formed the rank and file of
the armies of the revolution. The Argentine gaucho with the fatalism of
the Arab and the strength of the Cossack, gave the type to the cavalry,
renowned for the impetuosity of their charge, from La Plata to
Chimborazo. The llaneros* of Venezuela, half–breeds for the most part,
formed the famous squadrons of Columbia, whose feats were celebrated
from the Orinoco to Potosi. The rotos† of Chile, mostly of Indian blood,
formed with Argentines in solid battalions, who measured their strength
with Spanish regiments, victors over the soldiers of Napoleon in the
Peninsula. The manumitted negroes gave their contingent to the
American infantry, showing the warlike qualities of their race. In Upper
Peru the indigenous races kept alive for ten years the flames of insurrection when the patriot armies were defeated. The cholos of the Highlands
of Peru espoused the cause of the king, and were highly esteemed as
infantry by the Spanish generals, more especially on account of the
extraordinary rapidity of their marches.
The Creole of South America is a sturdy off–shoot of that civilizing
Indo–European race to which is reserved the government of the world. It
is his mission to complete the democratization of the American continent
and to found a new order of things destined to live and progress. He has
impressed the peculiarities of his character upon the new nationalities.
* Men of the plains, llano = plain.
† Countrymen.
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When the revolution broke out in 1810, it was said that South
America would become English or French; when it triumphed, that the
continent would sink back into barbarism. By the will and the work of the
Creole, it became American, republican, and civilized.

THE FIRST THROES OF REVOLUTION.
The initial outbreaks of the year 1809, were in some parts of a more
radical character than were those of the following year, when the first
political formula of the rebellion was merely a demand for relative and
provisional independence, for a compromise between democracy and
monarchy upon the basis of autonomy.
The doctrine that on the disappearance of the monarch his sovereignty reverted to his people, was for the first time boldly proclaimed in
Mexico. From this it was deduced that they had the right to appoint governing Juntas for their own security, and owed no allegiance to those
established in Spain at the time of the French invasion. Hence arose disputes between the Creoles and the Spaniards, and between the Audiencia
and the Viceroy, which at the end of 1809 changed the movement into a
conspiracy for independence.
In Quito the commotion assumed more definite forms. The colonial
authorities were overturned and a governing Junta was set up, which took
to itself the attributes of sovereignty and raised troops for its own defense.
They exhorted the peoples of America by a proclamation to follow the
announcing that “law has resumed its authority under the equator,” and
that “the rights of man were, by the disappearance of despotism, no longer
at the mercy of arbitrary power.” The authors of this premature revolution
were overcome and put to death in prison.
In Upper Peru, the city of Chuquisaca was the first to move. In May,
1809, the Creoles, at the instigation of the Audiencia, tumultuously
deposed the constituted authorities, and set up an independent government. In July the city of La Paz followed the example. Under the name of
the Junta Tuitiva, an independent government composed exclusively of
Americans was established, which raised an army, and hung on a gallows
those who denied its authority. Both these revolts were suppressed by the
combined arms of the neighbouring Viceroyalties of Peru and La Plata.
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The leaders of the insurrection of La Paz died either on the field of battle
or on the gallows. One of the latter before being thrown off cried out:
”The fire which I have lighted shall never be quenched” Their heads and
limbs were nailed to the posts which mark out the public roads in that
country, but before they had rotted away the fire was again burning in
Upper Peru.
By the quelling of these conspiracies it was thought that the danger
was averted, but as was said by the Viceroy of Peru fifty years before, on
the first revolt of the Comuneros of Paraguay, “it was but a covering up of
the fire with ashes.”

THE GROWTH OF THE REVOLUTION.
In the year 1810 the drama of revolution unfolded itself upon a vast
continental scene, with a unity of action which from the first attracted the
attention of the world. All the Spanish American colonies with the exception of Lower Peru, arose in rebellion simultaneously, and proclaimed one
political doctrine. Some historians have thought that this movement was the
result of in external impulse, and that the subsequent separation was as the
falling of unripe fruit. Others, better informed, look upon this separation as
a necessity: “The union of Spain with America, possible under an absolute
régime, was incompatible with representative government and with the
political equality of the citizens.” The truth is that the South American revolution was inspired by an innate sentiment of patriotism, in obedience to
conservative instinct, and by it nature tended to independence.
The divorce of the colonies from the mother country took place at a
critical moment, when their union was hurtful to them both. If America
was not prepared for self–government, and if her attempts at self–government almost exhausted the forces already weakened by the struggle, what
would then have been her condition had she remained under the rule of
unnatural laws which condemned her to a lingering death, a prey to vices
inoculated by an evil system?
It cannot be denied that without the invasion of Spain by Napoleon in
1808, and the consequent disappearance of the dynasty of Spain, the revolution would have been delayed; but this does not imply that America was
not ripe for emancipation, the opportunity was nothing more than the
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spark setting fire to the combustibles already prepared for burning.
The Provisional Government established in Spain anticipated the
complaints of the colonists, and recognized by its acts the justice of their
cause, fomenting their resistance as much by its concessions as by its
refusals. The Regency of Cadiz called upon Americans to join the national Cortes, thus raising them to the rank of freemen, but at the same time
gave them only one deputy, chosen by itself, for each million of inhabitants,
while to the natives of the Peninsula, for the most part under the yoke of
the foreigner, it gave one deputy for each hundred thousand. The essential
difference lay in the divergence of their political opinions. The Regency
maintained “The American dominions are an integral part of Spain,” from
which it deduced the right of Spain to rule America in the absence of the
sovereign. Americans, as we have already seen, maintained that the crown
was the only link between them. Take away this fundamental divergence
of opinion, and the reason for the revolution disappears, the insurrection
loses its legality, and the question becomes one of national representation,
having no relation either to independence or to autonomy.
The colonial authorities were deposed without resistance by the force
of public opinion, and new ones were instituted without any rupture of
relations with the mother country, though all foresaw the logical end of the
process. In answer to this moderate policy, the Regency refused to the
colonies that freedom of trade which it had proposed to give them, avoided the mediation of England, and, without attempting to arrive peacefully
at all understanding, stigmatized the Americans as rebels and declared war
against them, punishing as high treason in them that which the Spaniards
themselves had done in Spain. It was them (1811) that Venezuela declared
herself independent, and gave herself a republican constitution.
South America was ill–prepared for the struggle; she had neither soldiers nor politicians, she had to improvise all she needed. Spain in alliance
with England and supported by the first nations of the world, was mistress
of the seas, her armies triumphant in Europe, were stronger than before
the French invasion, nevertheless South America unaided accepted the
challenge, and triumphed all alone.
The meeting of the Cortes and the promulgation of the Constitution of
1812, instead of reconciling the mother country with her colonies, fanned
the flames of insurrection, and by concessions encouraged the spirit of independence. When in 1814 the King was restored, America was still governed
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in his name, and the movement having been crushed in Venezuela the revolution was placed in a false position. The refusal of America to surrender
without conditions to absolute power, was replied to by the proclamation of
a war of reconquest, and amicable arrangement was no longer possible.
In 1820 despotism triumphed in Europe under the banners of
absolute kings allied against the liberties of the people, but in South
America the cause of independence, fostered by the example of the United
States, was successful. From this epoch the reaction of American thought
is felt in the Parliament of England, and influences even Spain herself,
where the armies collected to stamp out revolution in America, turn
against the absolute king and re–establish a constitutional régime. This is
a critical moment: upon the triumph or the defeat of revolution in South
America depend the destinies of two worlds.
Five years later on, victory crowned her efforts, America is republican,
independent, and free. From this moment the current of history, which has
for three centuries carried despotism from the East to the West, now turns
back; the action of the principles of American regeneration flows from
West to East and spreads over Europe until stopped by the barrier of
Islamism. Greece cries out for emancipation, and Europe instead of joining
to crush her aspirations, runs to help her. Portugal becomes free by the
example and influence of her American colonies, who send back to her her
absolute kings, transformed into constitutional rulers. In France the revolution of 1789 revives in a compromise between monarchy and a republic,
its champions being a comrade of Washington and an emigrant prince who
had studied American democracy at close quarters. Take away the South
American revolution of the year ‘10, suppose it to be suppressed in 1820, or
eliminate the final triumph of 1825, and the republic of the United States
remains the sole representative of liberty; and the world, even with the help
of free England, lies grovelling under the sway of absolutism.

ATTEMPTS AT MONARCHY IN SOUTH AMERICA.
Had the idea of Aranda been adopted in 1783, it is probable that a bastard
Monarchy would have been established in America, upon which time would
have impressed the seal of democracy. Had the King of Spain removed his
throne to America in 1808, as did he of Portugal, it is possible that the course
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of the revolution might have been changed under dynastic auspices, delaying
the advent of the republic and perchance accelerating constitutional stability.
These two opportunities being lost, the revolution could only develop in accordance with its own nature and become essentially a republican movement.
The Pilgrim Fathers of New England and the Quakers of
Pennsylvania carried with them the seed of republicanism. The Cavaliers
who colonized Virginia became republicans by founding a new country of
a distinct type, which produced Washington. The Spanish colonists of
South America brought with them no such ideas but only germs of individualism, from which time developed desires for independence and for
equality. The indigenous races knew nothing of any form of government
except monarchy. The Creoles were born republicans. The idea of establishing a monarchy never sprang from a Creole brain, and when proposed
was looked upon by them only as a compromise or as an artificial expedient when it was not folly. In 1808 the English constitution was the ideal of
thinkers trained in the school of Montesquieu. In 1810 the social contract o
Rousseau was their gospel, and the revolution of that year assumed spontaneously a popular form, producing municipal republics, whereby the
course of opinion became exclusively democratic.
When early reverses damped the republican hopes of Argentine leaders, they looked to the establishment of a monarchy under the protection
of the Great Powers as a means of securing independence and constitutional freedom. In 1814 it was proposed to crown an Infante of Spain King
of La Plata. In 1816 that same Congress which declared the independence
of the Argentine Provinces, embraced the idea of crowning a descendant
of the Incas at Cuzco, and uniting Peru and the River Plate under his rule,
a proposition quenched in ridicule. The same Congress, in 1819, after
swearing to and promulgating a republican constitution, sought in Europe
for a king, lowering their character in the eyes of the world, and bringing
accusations of treachery upon themselves from their own countrymen.
This reaction took place precisely at the time when the perseverance of
the republicans had gained for them universal sympathy, when the United
States threw her shield over the infant peoples to protect them from the
attacks of the Holy Alliance, and when England, after declaring that she
would not recognize “the revolutionary governments of America,” became
convinced of her mistake. The, agents of this policy were men such as
Rivadavia, who stands in America second alone to Washington as the rep-
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resentative statesman of a free people; such as Belgrano, the type of republican virtue; and such as San Martin, who, a republican at heart, had no
faith in democracy, yet founded republics which by natural law became
democracies. When San Martin ignored this law, his career as a liberator
came to an end. So also, later on, fell Bolívar in the attempt to convert
democracy into monocracy. The only American liberator who in his folly
crowned himself emperor – Iturbide in Mexico – died on the scaffold, a
presage of the sad end of another emperor, whose corpse was sent back to
Europe as a protest against the imposition of monarchy.
The Empire of Brazil is apparently a proof of the possibility of establishing monarchy in America, but the contrary is the fact. Brazil is a
democratic empire, founded upon the principle of the sovereignty of the
people, without any privileged class or hereditary nobility, and has nothing monarchical about it except the name.

RETROSPECTION.
When the war was over and the continent at peace, Bolívar
exclaimed, “I blush to say it, independence is the only good we have
achieved at the cost of all else.” Even at this price independence was solid
gain, for it was life. The continuance of the colonial system was death by
decomposition. Independence was, moreover, the establishment of the
democratic republic, a system under which all losses may be retrieved.
South America has no reason to complain of the task allotted to her in
working out the destiny of humanity.
In the first decade of this century the republic of the United States
was a sun without satellites. The apparition of a group of new nations
from the colonial nebula of the South, formed, for the first time in the
political world, a planetary system of republics governed by natural laws.
All entire continent, almost one half the globe, extending from pole to pole
and washed by the two greatest of the oceans, became republican.
At that time there were but two republics in the world – in Europe,
Switzerland; in America, the United States. The influence of the latter was not
yet felt, but the new system of republics soon became a power of the first rank.
The republics of South America were strong enough to conquer their
independence, but they lacked the elements of self–government. They had
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passed at one bound from slavery to freedom, and it took them more than
one generation to eradicate evils produced by three centuries of misgovernment. In the war they had expended not only their blood, their treasure, and their vital energy, but also their intellectual strength. Wealth
came to them with independence, but the want of the elements of
self–government made them an easy prey to anarchy and despotism, from
which the conservative instinct at length saved them. Still they suffer the
evils of inexperience, but nothing is lost while republican institutions, the
great work of the revolution, are preserved.
No people so ill–prepared for the change could have done better. Even
the United States passed through a critical period of transition, which imperilled their existence as an organised nation. The republics of South America
have suffered greatly from misgovernment, but the instincts of the people
have ever been superior to the incapacity of their rulers. Had they continued
subject to Spain, they would have died of inanition; had the English invasion
been successful, they might now be colonies of England, such as Australia
and Canada, and might possibly be richer in material wealth than they are,
but they would not be independent nations, charged with the mission of creating new elements of progress; they would but feebly reflect a far–off light.
South America would but exist as appendage of Europe, and Europe would
be subject to the Holy Alliance of absolute kings.
If South America has not realized all the hopes awakened by the revolution, still it cannot be said that she has faltered in her course. She has resolved
for herself the problem of life, educated herself in the hard school of experience, and by sorrow has purged away her vices. Giving the lie to sinister
presage, which condemned her to absorption by inferior races, the energetic
Creole has assimilated them, giving them freedom and dignity, or, when necessary, has suppressed them. With help from the most superior races of the
world, acclimatized upon her hospitable shores, the reins of government have
been secured to him. Her regenerated population doubles itself in twenty or
thirty years; before the end of the next century South America will number
four hundred millions of freemen, North America five hundred millions, and
all America will be Republican and Democratic.
To these great results, following the example of Washington and equal to
Bolívar, will have contributed, with such talents as he possessed, the founder of
three republics, the emancipator of one–half of South America, whose history
will now be told
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